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The Kaliningrad region stands out for 
its history and geographical location. In 
the post-war period, the region was com-
pletely repopulated. People from many 
parts of Russia and other republics of the 
former USSR were recruited to develop the 
new territory. Although demographic pro-
cesses and migration in the Kaliningrad 
region have been studied in detail, we be-
lieve that census and micro-census data 
can significantly advance the current 
knowledge of this unique region. This 
holds true for the data relating to the re-
sults of pre-survey migration. This ap-
proach differs markedly from traditional 
migration studies in Russia, which rely on 
migration flow data, in both data sources 
and migration criteria employed. Our 
study uses the place of birth data from the 
1989, 2002, and 2010 censuses and the 
1994 and 2015 microcensuses. We con-
clude that the proportions of residents born 
locally and in post-Soviet Asian countries 
have been increasing in recent decades. At 
the same time, the contribution of the na-
tives of Belarus and Ukraine to the re-
gion's population is rapidly declining, 
largely due to the change of generations 
having a different migration history. 
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Introduction 

 
In the postwar period, the Kalinin-

grad region was settled by Soviet citi-
zens from other parts of the Soviet 
Union. The process of settling the Ka-
liningrad region has been the subject 
of research since the 1960s [1]. In 
these works, the economic aspects of 
the region’s development are given 
more importance than the demograph-
ic ones [2; 3]. Basic data on the scale 
of relocations were contained in clas-
sified and unpublished sources of in-
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formation. This was the main problem of obtaining information for anal-
ysis. Y. Kostyashov systematized archival sources and conducted a com-
plete study on the database, after data and information on the scale of re-
settlement had been declassified [4]. Other authors — G. Fedorov, 
Yu. Zverev and V. Korneevets also published works on the peculiarities 
of the region [5]. 

In the post-Soviet period, the scientific work on migration processes 
in the Kaliningrad region can be divided into two groups. In the first 
group, on the basis of statistical sources, the population size is analyzed, 
and its dynamics is projected [6] and migration processes in the region 
are considered [7]. In the second group, qualitative research methods are 
used, the society of the region and its features are studied [8; 9]. The mi-
gration intentions of the residents of the region to move to other regions 
and countries are also analyzed [10]. Studies are carried out to determine 
their trajectories through qualitative and quantitative methods, the rela-
tions of the host society to immigrants are also considered [11]. 

The Prussian Statistical Office conducted the first full-scale Popula-
tion Census in 1816. It showed that the total population of East Prussia 
was approximately 860 thousand people, and in the second census of 
1871, there lived 1.8 million people. In 1919, after the First World War, 
the population was 2.2 million people in East Prussia, and by the begin-
ning of the Second World War, there were approximately 2.49 million 
people [12]. At that time, 1.3 million people lived on the territory of the 
Kaliningrad region within its present borders. Until the end of the 1940s, 
the German-speaking population that remained after the war was deport-
ed to Germany almost entirely. 

The first document determining the order of mass resettlement of 
families of Soviet citizens to new Soviet territories was the Resolution of 
the Council of Ministers of the USSR No. 1522 of July 9, 1946. Reset-
tlement to the Kaliningrad region was supposed to be voluntary, using the 
mechanisms of the state resettlement programme. Since the 1950s, the 
population of the region has been characterized by constant growth, 
which was caused by positive values of migration and natural growth. In 
1950, the population of the Kaliningrad region was about 400 thousand 
people. According to the census of 1959, the population was more than 
600 thousand people. The 1989 census showed a twofold increase in 
population. Nevertheless, the population of the region is still less than 
that before the Second World War. 

Not all settlers moving to the area remained to live there in a new 
place. In the Russian-language literature, the process of the immigrants 
not taking root in the new territory was named “obratnichestvo” (Back-
Resettling) [13]. The share of people who left the territory of the Kali-
ningrad region was about 38 % of the total number of incoming migrants. 

A large number of military units of the Soviet army in the region in-
fluenced the nature of migration and spelled the increase in the male 
population aged 18—55 years. This property of the formation of the pop-
ulation of the region by sex and age is preserved even now. 
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The Kaliningrad region is a unique, but well-studied territory in terms 
of migration. Domestic researchers pay insufficient attention to popula-
tion censuses, which are sources of information on migratory contin-
gents. Usually, Russian researchers use current data on migration flows 
from publicly available sources. Data on migration contingents helps 
clearly determine how many migrants (interregional and international) 
live in the territory at the time of the census. Also, with a certain degree 
of error, this makes it possible to get data of microcensus (this type of 
survey is limited to a sample of the population, usually large in size). Da-
ta on migration flows does not allow this. In this regard, the results of 
migration processes that emerged at the time of the censuses are identi-
fied, and it is estimated how people from other regions and countries con-
tribute to the formation of the region's population. 

Summarizing, an attempt was made to determine the results of apply-
ing two approaches to the study of migration: the first with the help of in-
formation about flows and the second approach about migration contin-
gents in the Kaliningrad region. Studying the indicators of international 
migration and the results of the programme of resettlement of compatriots 
is an important task of determining the characteristics of the region. The 
selected approach allows determining the ratio of local and non-native na-
tives who came from other regions of the Russian Federation and CIS 
(Commonwealth of Independent States) countries and abroad. In this pa-
per, it was studied for the period of 1989—2015 year. 

 

Methods and materials 
 
The main sources of statistical information on migration in Russia are 

population censuses, microcensuses, and current statistical accounting 
and statistics provided by government agencies. Each of these sources 
has its own characteristics and limitations, both in terms of completeness 
of coverage, and in the very criteria for the identification of migrants and 
migration flows [14]. In this work, we used the current statistical ac-
counting of migration1, and departmental sources from government agen-
cies. Also, census and microcensus data for the years 1989—2015 were 
used, including unpublished materials of the 1989 census, microcensuses 
of 1994, as well as the databases of the 2002 and 2010 censuses and the 
microcensus 20152. 

In the periods between censuses, current statistical accounting is the 
main source of migration information. It allows to receive operational 
information about migration flows since events are recorded immediately 
                                                      
1 United Interdepartmental Information and Statistical System of Russia. URL: 
https://fedstat.ru/ (accessed 15 June 2019). 
2 Database of censuses of the population of Russia 2002 and 2010. URL: 
http://vpnmicrodata.gks.ru/webapi/opendatabase?id=VPN2002_2010L (acces-
sed 15 January 2019); Database of censuses of the population of Russia 2015. 
URL: http://vpnmicrodata.gks.ru/webapi/jsf/tableView/tableView.xhtml (acces-
sed 15 January 2019). 
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by government agencies. It takes into account only registered migrants 
who have arrived for permanent residence (a person with such status is 
known as a permanent resident). It is possible that many migrants who 
live without registration at the place of residence are not considered. Al-
so, the problem is that during this period the same person can register 
several times, because of this, the rates of migration flows increase. 

The magnitude of migration flows is also affected by changes in the 
criteria and parameters of accounting for migration. In 2011, for example, 
the method of registering migrants was changed. After receiving the re-
sults of the population census, the error in the difference in accounting 
for migrants is calculated through changes in annual migration flows, 
while the natural movement of the population (mortality and fertility) 
remains according to the registration data, because the natural movement 
of the population is considered more accurately than the mechanical 
movement of the population [15]. 

Statistics provided by the government is usually used to study certain 
categories of migrants, and they are carried out by such agencies as the 
Border Service of the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation, 
the Federal Migration Service (the Main Directorate for Migration Affairs), 
etc. For example, data on participants in the Programme of Resettlement of 
Compatriots to the Russian Federation refers to this type of statistics. 

In difference from the sources listed, population census data relate to 
a specific point in time. This is a kind of "snapshot", which is the result 
of past demographic events lasting for a long time before the census. 
Russian researchers did not sufficiently use information from the popula-
tion census to estimate migration processes. There were no questions 
about migration in the census questionnaire of 1937, 1939 and 1959, but 
they were in 1897 and 1926. In the 1970 and 1979 censuses, there was no 
question about the place of birth, which was very important. 

In the post-1989 censuses, the question of the place of birth was in-
cluded in the questionnaire. Also, this question appeared in the microcen-
suses of the population of 1994 and 2015. Based on this information, it is 
possible to determine the composition of the population by the place of 
birth of residents of each region of Russia at the moment of the census. 
Migration, identified on the basis of the discrepancy between the place of 
birth and place of residence, is called lifetime migration because it is im-
possible to establish the time when a move took place throughout life. 
Migrant flows data accounts for the number of migrants entering or leav-
ing during a specified time period. Population census allows one to get 
information about the data on migrant stocks [16]. 

Indicators characterizing the aggregate of migrants as an object of 
statistical research are thus data on migrant contingents and on migration 
flows. At the same time, the figures on contingents take into account the 
movements of people who were not registered, and this method also al-
lows you to avoid the mistake of re-recording the same person. Thus, the 
positive aspects of this approach constitute a more accurate assessment 
and do not affect changes in the methodology of current statistical ac-
counting. 
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The long intervals between censuses are a disadvantage. Typically, 
censuses are conducted every 10 years. Microcensuses are conducted be-
tween censuses. 

The study of population migration using data from population cen-
suses is common in international research, less so in Russia [17]. 

 

Results 
 

The population in 2015 exceeded the figures for 1989 only in three 
regions of the Northwestern Federal District of Russia. These are the Ka-
liningrad region, the Leningrad region and the city of St. Petersburg (Fig. 
1). These regions have a positive balance of migration growth during the 
study period since these regions are most attractive to migrants. From 
1989 to 2015, the population of the Kaliningrad region increased by 
11 %. It is important to look at which components of the population grew, 
but also what are the structural changes during this period. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1. The change in the population of the regions of the Northwestern Federal 
District of Russia in relation to 1989 (%) 

 
Source: United Interdepartmental Information and Statistical System of 

Russia, The Demographic Yearbook of Russia. 
 
From 1997 to 2007 there was a negative rate of natural increase 

(RNI) in the Kaliningrad region, which was partially offset by migration 
growth (Fig. 2). Since 2007, there has been a decrease in the difference 
between mortality and fertility in the region, which, with a migration in-
crease, has led to an overall increase in the population. 
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Fig. 2. The components of population growth for the period 1989—2016,  
the Kaliningrad region, (thousands) 

 

* TPC — Total Population Change 
 

Source: United Interdepartmental Information and Statistical System of 
Russia, the Demographic Yearbook of Russia. 

 
The method of accounting for migrants changed in 2011. The number 

of migrants by place of residence now included persons registered for a 
period of 9 months or more. These migrants could be temporary. From 
that point on, an increase in migration rates was recorded for this reason. 
The composition of such migrants, for example, included foreign stu-
dents, whose registration at the place of their stay is possible for one cal-
endar year. Thus, the increase in the number of arrivals and migrants de-
registered is associated with a change in methodology, since now in the 
number of migrants de-registered also includes migrants whose tenure 
has ended. Since 2011 in Russia, the proportion of such persons has aver-
aged about half of the number of persons registered at the place of resi-
dence. For the Kaliningrad region, these changes in the method of statis-
tical accounting of migrants were very significant. In 2010, the net migra-
tion was equal to 3.3 thousand people, then in 2011 it was twice as large 
and amounted to 6.4 thousand people, and by 2014 it reached 10 thou-
sand people. 

Consider the migration components of the Kaliningrad region by 
countries of exchange (Fig. 3). Mainly, those who arrived in the Kalinin-
grad region were residents of neighbouring countries (The Common-
wealth of Independent States) and inhabitants of other regions of Russia 
[18]. At the same time, the outflow of the population for a long time oc-
curred in the far-abroad countries from the Kaliningrad region. 
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Fig. 3. The migration components of the Kaliningrad region  
by countries of exchange, (thousands) 

 
Source: United Interdepartmental Information and Statistical System of 

Russia, he Federal State Statistics Service in the Kaliningrad region. 
 
The net migration indicator of the Kaliningrad region has three pro-

nounced periods. In the 1990s there were high rates, which decreased 
from 1999 to 2010. Since 2011, this indicator increased again. The reason 
for the decline from 1999 to 2010 remains unknown, as the reduction 
may have been associated with changes in accounting methods [19]. 

A special feature for the Kaliningrad region is high net migration for 
international migration per 1000 inhabitants of the region. This feature is 
especially visible in comparison with other regions of the Northwestern 
Federal District of Russia (Fig. 4). In 2012—2015, a sharp increase was 
observed in St. Petersburg and the Leningrad Region with a further de-
cline in migration rates, perhaps these were statistical errors. In this case, 
perhaps the true values are close to the average annual indicators. 

Migration of the population not only allows solving the problem of la-
bor shortage but also demographic problems. For this reason, a special 
programme is operating in Russia — The Programme of Resettlement of 
Compatriots to the Russian Federation. This Programme was adopted by 
the decree of the President of the Russian Federation dated June 28, 2008 
No. 637 and involves the resettlement of foreign citizens who belong to the 
category of compatriots to a permanent place of residence in a specific sub-
ject of the Russian Federation [20]. According to the programme, partici-
pants received basic rights of residents of the Russian Federation in terms 
of medical care, employment, benefits for temporary disability. 
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Fig. 4. The international net migration per 1,000 inhabitants, ‰, 1993—2016 
 

Source: United Interdepartmental Information and Statistical System of 
Russia. 

 
The Kaliningrad region is the territory where this programme has 

been operating since the very beginning in 2007. Under this programme, 
it was planned to resettle 300,000 compatriots from other countries to the 
Kaliningrad region in the period 2007—2012. However, the plan was 
completed by less than 5 %. Even with low rates of implementation of the 
plan, the region has become one of the leaders in attracting compatriots in 
the Northwestern Federal District of Russia regions and throughout the 
country as a whole (Table 1). 

 
Table 1 

 

The number of participants of the Programme  
of Resettlement of Compatriots to the Russian Federation 

by regions of the Russian Federation in 2007—2016, people 
 

Region 2007—2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Total 
Kaluga Region 9814 4462 10 168 12 543 12 530 49 517 
Lipetsk Region 10 814 3322 5416 11 820 9786 41 158 
Voronezh Region 2118 2692 5666 13 751 15 877 40 104 
Kaliningrad Region 13 302 3246 5381 5213 4368 31 510 
Tula Region 243 833 7662 12 030 9684 30 452 
Russian Federation 57 990 34 697 106 319 183 146 142 935 525 087 
 

Source: data received on request from the Russian Federal State Statistics 
Service. 
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The goals and objectives of this programme were initially determined 
at the federal level. Since 2013, its goals and objectives have been deter-
mined by regions. Each region participating in the programme develops 
its own subroutines. In the Kaliningrad region, there is the Programme of 
the Resettlement of Compatriots to the Kaliningrad region3. In 2012, the 
number of participants in the programme decreased sharply (Fig. 5). This 
is due to the fact that the federal programme operated for six months. 

 

 
 

Fig. 5. The Programme of Resettlement  
of Compatriots to the Russian Federation (2005—2016), thousand people 
 
Source: United Interdepartmental Information and Statistical System of 

Russia. Data received on request from the Russian Federal State Statistics Ser-
vice. 

 
Given the experience of the implementation of the federal level pro-

gramme, the regional programme has lower targets. According to the new 
plan, the region was to attract about 4,000 participants a year. This plan is 
quite feasible, given the statistics of past years. Since 2008, the main part 
of the arriving international migrants are participants in the resettlement 
programme in the Kaliningrad region. 

Most of the residents of the Kaliningrad region were those born in 
mainland Russia, according to the 1989—2010 censuses and the micro-
censuses of 1994 and 2015. The ratio of the number of those born in the 
Kaliningrad region and those who came from other regions of Russia var-
ied greatly over time. In 1989, residents who were born in the Kalinin-

                                                      
3 Subprogramme “The programme of compatriots to the Kaliningrad region”, for 
2018—2020”. 
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grad region accounted for about 40 % of the population of the region 
(359.2 thousand people), in 2002—48.2 % (460.1 thousand people), and 
by 2010 they were more than 50 % (478.7 thousand people) (Fig. 6). Ac-
cording to the census in 2010, there was an abnormal increase in the 
number of people who did not indicate the place of birth. In order to be 
able to compare the data of the 1989 census and other censuses, the pro-
portion of persons who did not indicate the place of birth was merged 
with a group of persons who indicated the birthplace of foreign countries. 
According to 1989 census, there were 12.8 thousands of such people, in 
2002—17.6 thousand, and in 2010 — 46.4 thousand people (38.2 thou-
sand of them arrived from unspecified territories). 

 

 
 

Fig. 6. Structure of the population of the Kaliningrad region by place of birth, %,  
(data — thousands of people) 

 

* Western republics of the former USSR: Belarus, Ukraine,  
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Moldova; 

** Eastern republics of the former USSR: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Armenia,  
Georgia (together with the autonomies), Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan 

 
Source: based on the results of the census in Russia. 
 
The proportion of those born in the region annually increases (Fig. 7). 

The reason is that the first inhabitants born in the region were born only 
after 1945. In the 1973 generation, according to the 1994 microcensus, 
those born in the Kaliningrad Region were 73 % of the region’s popula-
tion, 82 % in the 1983 generation, and 97 % in the 1993 generation. 
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Fig. 7. The share of persons born in the Kaliningrad region among  
the inhabitants of the region, by year of birth (in 1994),% 

 

Source: based on the results of the microcensus of 1994 year in Russia. 

 
In Russia as a whole, the data obtained during the micro-census of the 

population in 2015 is representative4, but in the Kaliningrad region a 
sample shift was possible. According to the results of this micro-census 
of the population in the region, there was an increase in the proportion of 
people born in the region from 50.8 to 60.4 % (Fig. 6). The microcensus 
of the population in 2015 was conducted on a sample of 1.5 % of the 
country's total population, and the 1994 microcensus covered 5 % of Rus-
sians. 

In shaping the population structure of the Kaliningrad region, people 
from the central part of Russia have a greater role than those from the 
neighbouring Northwestern Federal District of Russia. In 1989, almost 
20 % of the residents of the Kaliningrad region came from the regions 
whose territory now belongs to the Central Federal District of the Rus-
sian Federation, primarily from the Smolensk region, the Bryansk region 
and the Nizhny Novgorod region. Information on the number of those 
born in other regions of the Russian Federation, but permanently residing 
in the Kaliningrad region, and those born in the Kaliningrad region but 
permanently residing in other regions of the Russian Federation is shown 
in Table 2. 

                                                      
4 Methodological explanations of the microcensuses of 2015. URL: http://www. 
gks.ru/free_doc/new_site/population/demo/micro-perepis/finish/metod2.html (ac-
cessed 15 June 2019). 
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Table 2 
 

Interregional migration of the Kaliningrad region in 2010  
(thousands of people) 

 
Region Arrived Region Left the territory 

Smolensk region 9,942 Moscow 15,153 
Bryansk region 9,572 Moscow region 11,316 
Moscow region 6,213 St. Petersburg 9,989 
Nizhny Novgorod Region 6,151 Krasnodar region 5,160 
Krasnodar region 5,648 Leningrad region 3,855 
Kirov region 5,186 Rostov region 3,181 
Pskov region 5,064 Samara Region 2,771 
Voronezh region 4,879 Murmansk region 2,749 
Primorsky Krai 4,848 Tyumen region 2,673 
Altai region 4,742 Nizhny Novgorod Region 2,615 
Tambov Region 4,680 Sverdlovsk region 2,471 
Leningrad region 4,657 Smolensk region 2,420 
Tver region 4,495 Volgograd region 2,244 
Sverdlovsk region 4,320 Voronezh region 2,058 
Rostov region 4,220 Pskov region 1,842 
Other regions 136, 636 Other regions 52, 614 
 

Source: based on the results of the census in Russia (2010). 
 
Moscow, Moscow Region and St. Petersburg are the most attractive 

for resettlement from the Kaliningrad region. Regions of southern Russia 
also attract migrants from the Kaliningrad region. Approximately twice 
as many people arrived in the region, but they were born outside it, com-
pared to the number of those who left the region (221,2 thousand and 
123,1 thousand people respectively). 

In 1989, almost every seventh resident of the Kaliningrad region was 
born in the Belorussian SSR or the Ukrainian SSR. In 2010, the number of 
Belorussian- or Ukranian-born residents halved, while there was a large 
increase in the number of those born in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz-
stan and Armenia (Fig. 8). The total number Kaliningrad residents born in 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia was only 2.6 % of the total population of the 
region in 1989. According to the latest data, their share fell to 1.6—1.8 %. 
The share of immigrants from non-CIS countries, with the exception of 
Germany, Poland and Hungary (for the most part immigrants from military 
families, stationed in these countries [21]), is insignificant. 

The reason for the decline in the proportion of people who were born 
in Belarus and Ukraine in the population of the Kaliningrad region is the 
age structure of the population with a large number of people of older 
age. Another reason is people moving to other regions of the Russian 
Federation and other countries, including countries of birth [22]. Figures 
No. 9 and No. 10 show a comparison of the age structure of people who 
were born in Belarus and Kazakhstan, but who lived in the Kaliningrad 
region at the time of the 1994 and 2015 microcensuses. 
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Fig. 8. Distribution of foreign-born 
in the population of the Kaliningrad region,% 

 

* Georgia including territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia 
 

Source: based on the results of the census and microcensus in Russia. 

 

 
 

Fig. 9. Comparison of the age structure of people who were born  
in Belarus and Kazakhstan, but who lived in the Kaliningrad region  

at the time of the 1994 microcensuses,% 
 

Source: based on the results of the microcensus 1994 in Russia. 
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Fig. 10. Comparison of the age structure of people who were born  
in Belarus and Kazakhstan, but who lived in the Kaliningrad region  

at the time of the 2015 microcensuses,% 
 

Source: based on the results of the microcensus 2015 in Russia. 
 
People from the Belorussian SSR were among the first to migrate to 

the Kaliningrad region after its accession to the USSR. Their share for 
the generations of 1920—1940 in the entire population was about 20 % 
according to the 1994 microcensus data. Since then, the number of arri-
vals from the territory of Belarus has decreased. In 1994, the peak in the 
age structure of the Kaliningrad region was in the group of 55—59 years. 
Among those who moved from Kazakhstan to the Kaliningrad region, 
this peak was in the group of 30—34 years, this indicates a younger age 
structure. This situation was preserved in 2015, the age profile of those 
who moved from Belarus shifted to older ages, and those who moved 
from Kazakhstan had a relatively uniform age profile. 

The ethnic composition of the population can be considered condi-
tionally as an indicator of migration processes. According to the results of 
the population censuses of 1959—1989, 78 % of the population of the region 
were ethnic Russians, 78.1 % in 2002, and 86.4 % in 2010. After the end of 
the USSR period, the majority (65.6 %, or 75 thousand people) of those who 
moved to the Kaliningrad region of people who were born in other countries 
were ethnic Russians. This is above average for Russia, where 57 % of the 
population identify as ethnic Russians (or 3 million 233 thousand people). 
From 2007 to 2010 (since the beginning of the Programme of Resettlement 
of Compatriots to the Russian Federation until the last census), ethnic Rus-
sians made up 61.7 % of all those who moved to the region. 
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Ethnic Russians and nationalities who traditionally live in Russia, 
who were born outside Russia and arrived after 1991, should be consid-
ered ‘repatriates’ rather than ‘international migrants’ [23]. The predomi-
nance of ethnic Russians in migration flows from the former Soviet re-
publics was known on the basis of current statistics from the beginning of 
the 2000s. But since 2008, comparable information has not been collect-
ed, and population censuses data on the ethnic composition of migrants 
have become unique. 

From 1989 to 2010, there was a decline in ethnic Belorussians among 
residents of the Kaliningrad region (from 8.5 % to 3.6 % of the region's 
population) from 73.9 thousand to 32.5 thousand people. Ethnic Ukraini-
ans have also recorded a large decline (from 7.2 % to 3.7 % of the oblast 
population) from 62.8 thousand to 32.8 thousand people. Perhaps the rea-
son is not only in the migration process. The reason may be the natural 
population decline of the older ages in these groups. Another reason is 
the change of ethnic identity, especially in ethnically mixed families. It 
was recorded for other regions of Russia [24—26], but the criterion of 
the place of birth is unchanged throughout life. 

In the post-Soviet period, the number of the following ethnicities liv-
ing in the region has increased: ethnic Armenians (from 1.6 thousand to 
9.2 thousand), Germans (from 1.3 thousand to 7.3 thousand people), 
Azerbaijanis (from 1.9 thousand to 3.3 thousand people) and Uzbeks 
(from 0.5 to 2.2 thousand people). 

 
Discussion 

 
The census results can be used to analyse migration processes. Mi-

grant stocks in the country and regions can be analyzed based on the re-
sults of population censuses. Most of those born in foreign countries, but 
who have moved to Russia, have Russian citizenship. As a rule, these 
persons received citizenship according to the special order. There is a 
simplified procedure in Russia for the naturalization of former Soviet cit-
izens living in the territory of the Russian Federation [27]. Thus, the 
study of migration based on the criterion of citizenship is not effective. 
The question to respondents about previous place of residence in popula-
tion censuses is an effective tool for analyzing migration processes. This 
question is successfully applied, for example, in India [28], but it was not 
provided for in the census programme in Russia. The study of interna-
tional and internal migrations for permanent residence using the question 
of place of birth is the most widely used method worldwide [29; 30], but 
at present it is little used by Russian researchers. 
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The analysis of the results of censuses and microcensuses of the pop-
ulation of 1989—2015 (according to data on the place of birth) showed 
an increase in the role of those born in the region in the formation of the 
population of the Kaliningrad region. The analysis also showed a weak-
ening of migration links with other territories (with the exception of Ka-
zakhstan, Central Asian countries and the Caucasus). The reason for this 
is the decrease in the number of people who migrated to the territory of 
the former Königsberg region, who were born outside this region. 

A large flow of migrants from Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan 
and Armenia was registered before the start of the program of resettle-
ment of compatriots to the Russian Federation. The proportion of those 
born in Belarus and Ukraine who moved to the region is decreasing in 
the population of the Kaliningrad region, since they are characterized 
by an age structure that is biased towards older ages. In the event of an 
aggravation of the armed conflict in the east of Ukraine, a short-term 
surge in the number of migrants from Ukraine to the Kaliningrad region 
is possible. 

Gradually, the share of generations born in other regions and coun-
tries decreases (new resettlements, as a rule, are more easily transferred 
when there is already migration experience). On the other hand, the spe-
cial territorial position (the region is an exclave, so residents may only 
move visa-free to the rest of Russia via sea or air) and the increasing role 
of those born in the region in the population structure can cause a trans-
formation of regional identity, its strengthening, the emergence of a sense 
of isolation from the rest of the country. 

 
This article is an output of a research project implemented as part of 

the Basic Research Programme at the National Research University 
Higher School of Economics (HSE). 
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