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ON THE STUDY OF CATEGORICAL ORGANIZATION
OF THE CONCEPT «SYSTEM» IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE
CONSCIOUSNESS

The article analyses certain types and results of the categorization of sys-
tem objects reflected in the modern Russian language. Using methods of tradi-
tional and cognitive semantics, the author explores linguistic representations
of categorization levels in the understanding of the ‘system’ phenomenon. The
author attempts to correlate the identified classification rubrics with various
knowledge formats as well as to consider the structure and content of these
rubrics in the context of everyday and professional knowledge.

AHAAUSUPYIONICA HEKOMOpble pPe3yAbimams. U Munsl Kameeopusayuu
cucmemHulx 00vexmob, Hauleduiue ompaxerue 8 coBpemMenHOM PYcCKOM A3bl-
e. C ucnoavsobaniiem memodo mpaouyuoHHoT U KOSHUMUBHOU CeMaHmuKu
HA Mamepuase Mux eOUHUY, UCCAeOYemca A3bIKoBAs penpesenmayus Kaneeo-
PUANLHBIX YPOBHETl OCMbICACHUS (PeHOMEHA CUCTEMbl, NPeONpPUHUMAEITICA 1O~
nuimKa coomuecmu BvisBaeHHbIe KAACCUPUKAYUOHHble pYOpUKU ¢ pasHoo0pas-
HbLMU (DOpMAMamu. 3HAHUL, 4 MAKKe PACCMOMpPents CHpYKmypy u codepxa-
Hue amux pybpux 8 Konmerxcme 00bi0eHH020 1L NPOPECcCUOHAABHO20 SHAHUSL.

Key words: categorization, categorization types and levels, concept, linguistic
conceptology, the phenomenon of a system, professional and everyday knowledge

types.
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The interest in the study of conceptual bases of language semantics char-
acterizes the cognitive linguistics throughout its development and corre-
sponds to the fundamental property defining research vectors of this field of
knowledge. According to the common position among the thought units
participating in the formation and functioning of linguistic meanings the
central position belongs to the concept as «the basic operational unit of the
thinking code» [1, p. 34], which incorporates the whole complex of know-
ledge about the fragment of experience and is involved in the main thinking
processes — acts of categorization and conceptualization. Among the most
attractive verbalized concepts for the analysis were named the units of in-
terprofessional (metaprofessional) knowledge demonstrating the interoscu-
lation of ordinary and special representations of reality. The concept «SYS-
TEM>» belongs to a number of the most important concepts of our time,
which possess all the previously mentioned properties, and this fact creates
an additional interest for the referring to the contained therein verbalized re-
sults from the system objects categorization.

From the general nominative field of the concept «SYSTEM» different
units included in lexico-phraseological, derivational and associative subfield
have been selected as the actual material for our research. The correlation of
conceptual content and language semantics with any categorical level was
being realized using the method of conceptual-taxonomic analysis as a set of
techniques for the study of «hierarchical organization of linguistic objects»
respectively the hierarchy of concepts expressed in their semantics [2, p. 51].

As the analysis has shown, the largest number of cognitive classification
criteria defining the slots of frame «SYSTEM» and serving as a benchmark
for the system object recognition belongs to the middle, or base, level of logi-
cal abstraction, which entirely conforms with the position of the categoriza-
tion theory about the leading role of this level for everyday conscience [3,
p. 40—44]. The word «system» in its core meaning performs the function of
basic concept representative at this categorical level. With the use of differ-
ent explanatory dictionaries summary definition of this meaning can be
formulated as ‘an ensemble of interconnected, regularly arranged and jointly
functioning elements (objects, phenomena, attitudes, principles, knowledge,
etc.) etc. that form some integrity, unity based on the common characteristic,
destination’.

The subordinate level of the system objects taxonomic categorization re-
flects their specificity and, therefore, supposes a deeper and longer experi-
ence in the interaction with these objects. The language manifestation of
named level is possible due to relatively numerous denominations of vari-
ous kinds of systems. The detailing of one or another system on the subordi-
nation level is achieved by the specialization of the above classification crite-
ria into the context of some conceptual area. So, for instance, we can con-
sider in analyzable level the content of such meanings of key denomination
or its shades of meaning, as (the summary definition are shown in a random
order): 1. // ‘A thought-out plan’; 2. An accepted, established order in re-
spect of a range of phenomena, relations’; 3. ‘A form of organization, arrange-
ment of smth. (economic, state, political, social, etc. units)’; 4. A form of social
organization, social order, formation’; 5. A complex technical or electronic device,
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which consists of mechanisms, acting in coordination’; 6. ‘A set of economic,
governmental units related through their tasks and organizationally united’;
7."A combination of methods, which are the basis of any doctrine or ideolo-
gy’; 8. // ‘A set of methods, techniques, rules of doing smth.’; 9. “An informal
youth association, movement’; 10. “An operating system’; 11. ‘That has become
normal, ordinary, regular routine (colloquial)’; 12. // ‘A set of elements,
united by a common feature, classification, grouping’.

The conceptual analysis of the key word semantics leads to the conclu-
sion that the dominant direction for the specification of the collective notions
about a system on subordination level of the categorization is to clarify the
ontological nature of its elements. In this way the main notional information
about a system «is projected» to various, primarily, artifact conceptual areas.
Such cognitive contexts accumulate the results of comprehension of the phe-
nomena from social, political, economic, technical, scientific spheres of hu-
man activity. The special case is constituted by mental representation of or-
ganized human activity with the assistance of the schematized knowledge
about the time as a spiral, which implies phase event frequency (‘That has
become normal, ordinary, reqular routine’) or vector pointing toward the ex-
pected events ("A thought-out plan’) [4, p. 104].

However, the greatest number of elements objectifying the subordinate
level is revealed in the group of descriptive names of different system kinds.
These names represent the mass known or limited by a professional group
distinctive characteristics of the existent systems. The concrete specification
(differentiation) aspect in a given case depends on the content of a category
important attribute into one or the other cognitive context. E. g. financial sys-
tem (gpunancoBasn cucmema), marketing system (cucmema mapxemunea), system of
international relations (cucmema MmexOyHApoOHbIX omHoweHut), rocket-powered
system (paxemnas cucmema), satellite systems (cnymmuuxoboie cucmemst), the sys-
tem of CIS (cucmema cmpan CHI), technical systems (mexuuueckue cucmemst),
phonetic system (¢ponemuuecxasn cucmema) and many others (the slot “An onto-
logical character of system elements’ is highlighted and specified), multilevel
(educational) system (mHozoypoBueBas cucmema (00yuenus)), centralized system (of
the FMS bodies) (yenmpasusoBannasn cucmema opeano8 @MC) or centre of (politi-
cal) system (yenmp (noaumuueckoun) cucmemst), system of work for «two days after
two» (cucmema (pabomewt) «0Boe cymok uepes 06oe»), hierarchy of (political) system
(uepapxus (noaumuueckotr) cucmemst), levels of (budgetary) system (ypobru (6100-
xemnont) cucmemst) and other (the slot ‘A structure’ is specified), system of
views of fascism (cucmema 63247006 pawiusma), preventive measures system (cuc-
mema mep_ no npogusaxmuxe), the system of Commonwealth of Independent
States (cucmema cmpan_ CHI), supplies system (cucmema nocmabox) (the slot ‘A
discrete set’ is focused with the further specification), security system (cucme-
ma besonacwocmu), cooling system (cucmema oxaaxOenus), system of education
(cucmema obyuenus), educational system (Bocnumamervnasn cucmema), system of
chronology (cucmema semoucuucienus), computing system (Bvruniciumensuas
cucmema), power supply system (cucmema saexmponumanus), heat supply system
(cucmema menaocnabxenus), system of credit (cucmema Bvidauu kpedumob), pay-
ment system (naamesxnasn cucmema) (the slot “A functioning purpose’ is expo-
sed to the clarification).
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The cited language material serve as the evidence, which shows the
unity of verbalized specific subconcepts on the basis of a general concept
«SYSTEM» whereas the integration of different cognitive contexts on its ba-
sis allows us to talk about the matrix organization of its content on the sub-
ordinate level [2, p. 46 —49].

It appears that the quantitative prevalence and high nominative density
of subordinate meanings, which have arisen during the development of this
concept in the collective conscience, are provided by the high degree of
pragmatism of a world naive picture, its function to impress, first of all, the
elements of practical man interaction with the surrounding world [5, p. 69].
Naturally, therefore, that psychologically real value of the concept subordi-
nate component have also found its expression in the associative processes.
According to the data of the experiment, this categorical level is represented
by 50 % of the received responses in the associative field «system», of which,
respectively allocated cognitive contexts, 12 % refer to the field of political
life. Under the experimental data, this level of categorization is presented by
~50 % of received reactions, that the associative field «system» contains. In
accordance with cognitive contexts 12 % of them refer to the political life,
10 % reflect the very different realities of the social way of Russians, about
7,4 % more or less explicitly objectify the area of IT, the field of technical
equipment and installations cover nearly 5,8 % of subordinative reactions
continuum. 4 % of associations represent various items from the mathemati-
cal and physical sciences, the «definitional domain» of 3,7 % in the conceptu-
alization of a system is the medical cognitive context, 3 % correlate with the
biology field, 2 % are related to ideas about the cosmos and the Universe.
Nearly 1,5 % represent generally valid key notions for scientific realm. The
knowledges from linguistics and geology / chemistry are observed in 1 %
and 0,05 % of responses, respectively.

Besides, the categorical hierarchy of interesting concept includes the su-
perordinate level. The chief mean of its representation in the Russian lan-
guage, in our opinion, is the lexeme «order». The established logical part of
more archaic concept «<ORDER», that is “a state of good organization, livabil-
ity, regularity’ (‘cocTosinme HajlaXXeHHOCTV, OPTaHM30BaHHOCTHM, OJIaroyct-
poerHocTH, IpaBwwIibHOCTI) [6, p. 310], leveling the others absorbs only the
most outstanding system characteristics (‘a structured set of elements’) from
the psychological point of view which are familiar to our day-to-day empiri-
cal experience and perceived in the form of gestalt. So, the above experience
fragment serves as a necessary prototypical framework, which contributes
greatly to the development of the concept of «<SYSTEM».

On the contrary, the results of logic cognition of a system, which are
viewed at the level of professional consciousness, provide the basis for con-
struction a model of the studied object, determining a method and aspects of
its research. Accordingly, we can assume that in contrast to ordinary think-
ing in the process of scientific oriented thought development exactly this
conceptional framework plays a role of source prototype. Such «asymmetry»
in the sphere of prototypical senses caused by the dependence of a category
structure and content on the ratio of theoretical and everyday knowledges
can be considered, seemingly, as a particular expression of anthropocentric
factor in the categorical division of the world. Its most evident influence of
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the human factor, however, is noted in the field of secondary — evaluative —
system objects categorization, which implies a mental correlation of these
objects with the respective axiological category [3, p. 102]. As a result of
axiological classification the comprehension of professional reflection prod-
ucts is realized from the perspective of collective and individual value orien-
tations (sensory, aesthetic, ethical, rational), i.e. further — personal — inter-
pretation of special knowledge in terms of the daily conscience [7, p. 15—16].
This, for one’s part, leads to the expansion of pragmatic evaluation zone of
the concept, to its conversion into a unit of metaprofessional knowledge. The
content of associative reactions allows to draw a conclusion that the axio-
logical interpretation covers, a separate cognitive elements or refers to entire
fragments of subordinate object-logic content into the studied concept. In
compliance with our observations, under the great influence of socio-poli-
tical events in the life of each person precisely conceptual fragment, which
corresponds to the understanding of a system as the political or social orga-
nization, participates with the most activity in evaluative comprehension of
the system objects. So, the extralinguistic factor of instability in social and
political life predetermines the quantitative prevalence of associations with
normative and utilitarian values (quasi values) meaning in the process of
free and directed experiments with incentive «system» (~38% m ~33 %).
With a chain of these reactions should be numbered such as bureaucracy (610-
poxpamus), cruel (kecmoka), corruption (koppynyus) 3, injustice (Hecnpaediu-
Gocmy), deceit (obman) 2, lawlessness (6e3saxonue), has failed (0asa cboir), mafia
(magpus), falsehood (n0xv), MMM, clumsy (nenoBopomaubas), unjust (necnpabeo-
Aubas), constraint (ckoBannocms), criminal (yeoa06uas), oppression (yenemenue),
humiliation (ynuxenue) 1 (by the results of the free experiment), putrid (npo-
enubwas), outdated (ycmapebuias) 4, mercenary (npodaxwas), slavish (pabekas) 2,
absurd (becmoaxoBas), bureaucratic (bropokpamuuecxas), thievish (BopoBexas), silly
(eaynas), false (r0xnas), sluggish (mediumeavnasn), insufficient (Hecobepuiennas),
dishonest (newecmnas), unjust (necnpaBediubas), vicious (nopounas), fetter (cxo-
Buibatowasn), dead-end (mynuxobas), suffocating (yoywatowas), outdated (ycma-
pebwas), defective (yuwepbuaa) 1 (by the results of the directed experiment
«System — what?»)

The state of psychological discomfort in these conditions contributes
naturally to the interpretation of the social and political systems «through
the prism of» psychological evaluations category (~0,8 % mu ~1 %) indicating
the feeling of fear and feebleness: evil (nedobpoe), dangerous (onacHeiii), damag-
ing (paspywarowee), hopelessness (besbbixooHocms), of pain (604u), pain (6oas),
feebleness (beccuaue) 1, hard (maxeaas), cursed (npokaamas) 1.

Among the cognitive characteristics of the concept a well-known ability
of systems to keep functionally significant resistance demonstrates the
greatest evaluative relevance. It's usually favourable for the human experi-
ence. Accordingly, with the subjective interpretation of this conceptional
«quantum» the category of positive psychological evaluation on intellectual
criterion is often activated. Compare, for instance, the following responses:
accuracy (wemxocms) 5, calm (noxou, cnoxoiicmBue), strict (cmpoeuil), exactness
(mounocmy) 2, poised (ypaBroBewrennvir) 1, accurate (wemxas) 9, adjusted (omaa-
KxenHas) 6, steady (ycmouuubas) 4, reliable (Hadexwas), strict (cmpoeas), stable
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(cmabuavuas) 3, exact (mounas), inviolable (nepywumas) 2, durable (npounas),
approved (npoBepennas), sharp (ommouennsiil), persistent (ynopuas), spent (ompa-
bomannas), faultless (besowubounas), resolute (nenoxosebumas), protected (3auyu-
wennas) 1 (on the whole ~17 % m ~22 % according to data from two experi-
ments). Otherwise when the mind of the native speaker associates the notion
about stability with the background knowledge about of the boring, mo-
notonous event course, the category of polar axiological sign comes into ef-
fect: characterlessness (besaurxocms) («the characterlessness evolves from the fact
that everything and everyone are the same in the system, it has no originality, no
“zests”» («bezauxocmu cBasana c mem, umo 8 cucmeme Bce u Bee o0unaxoboe, HuKa-
Kux opueunasvrocmeil, nukakux "guuiex"»)), grey (cepuviit) 2, banal (6anarvhasn),
domestic routine (bvimoByxa), fixation (3ayuxaennocms), boredom (cxyxa) 1, indif-
ferent (6espazauunas), colourless (becybemmasn), ordinary (3aypaouas), monotonous
(00no0bpasnas), uniform (odnomunnas) (~7,3 % v ~3,5%).

Among the conceptional features, on which the axiological categoriza-
tion is built, should also point such as ‘a functioning with a purpose’ and
‘the presence of structure’. The first of these characteristics is cognitive sup-
port (reference) for making a positive value in accordance with the utilitar-
ian and teleological rational measures. The ideal situation in this case is rep-
resented by reactions like constructiveness (koncmpykmubuocms), efficiency
(appexmubBrocms) 2, quick (bvicmpas), purposefulness (yeseycmpemieHHOCHIY),
use (noawvsa) 1, effective (3chgpexmubran) 7, modern (cobpemennasn) 5, flexible (eu6-
Kkas), working (padbomarowasn) 4, happy (yoaunas), handy (yoobuas) 3, optimal (on-
mumarvnas) 2, useful (nosesuas) 1 (~7 % v ~13 %).

Following the other parameter, the human consciousness interprets the
static and dynamic relationship between a parts of system as a manifestation
of beauty and, as a result, just the category of aesthetic evaluation with the
sign «+» is focused upon this characteristic. The use of given evaluative cri-
terion is embodied in reactions of harmony (eapmonus), completeness (3abep-
wenHocmy), coordination (koopounayus), coordinated (cxoopounupobannwii) 1,
harmonious (caaxennas, cmpounas) 5, orderliness (cmpoiinocmy), solidarity (cnao-
yenHocms), beautiful (kpacuBas), elegant (31eeanmmas) 1.

Completing the above observations we would like to emphasize the co-
operation between different categorization types in the transforming proc-
ess, which concerns the conversion of scientific-theoretical concept
«SYSTEM» to the unit of metaprofessional knowledge. Being realized today
in all discourse types and founded as the basis for categorical processes the
keyword enriches its «conceptual history» more and more noticeable at the
same time continuing to look for «its niche in the language world picture...
of linguo-cultural community by reference to already existing units» [8,
p-172].
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C.J1. BacuaveB, H. A. IIpo6cm

OYHKIMOHAJIBHO-CEMAHTUYECKME OCOBEHHOCTMN
YI'PO3bI PEKBECTMBHOTI'O TUITA
(Ha MaTepmasIe COBETCKMX VM POCCUVICKVIX XYT0>KeCTBEHHBIX (PVIIEMOB)

MaccoBuiti  kunemamoepagp Bvicmynaem O00HUM U3 3KCMAUKANOPOB
KYABIMYPHO-MEHIMAABHOR0 COCMOAHUA HAYUU, B NOAHOT Mepe OMPAXAIOULUX
cocmosmue Asvika. Ha ocnoBe anarusa gppazmenmo8 cobemexux u cobpemen-
HbIX POCCUTICKUX KUHOKAPIMUH 01Pe0eAsionics oAb U HASHAUEHUE Yyepo3bl pe-
KBecmubroeo muna, ycmanabaubaromes cocmal u 3HaueHue PaAsAUHHBIX CO-
OepramenvHblx KOMNOHEHNO08 0aHHOU pasHOBUOHOCIU OupeKmubHbix peye-
Bvix axmob. T1od yeposon pexBecmubroeo muna noHumaemcs 6onpocumens-
HO-N00YOUMeAbHAA KOHCMPYKYUA CO 3HAYEHUEM Npeckpunmub-yeposst —
00uH U3 cnocobob Kocberno-npousbodroezo Bvipaxerusn coomBemcmbyoujeeo
3HAYEHUS.

Mass cinematography reflects the cultural and mental state of any nation
as well as the state of its language. Based on the analysis of the fragments of
the Soviet and contemporary Russian films, the author determines the role
and purpose of the requestive threat as a speech act, and identifies the compo-
sition and role of various components of requestive threat speech acts as a
type. Requestive speech acts are a means of indirectly derived expression of a
corresponding meaning.

KoiroueBrbie cjioBa: pedeBasd TakKTHKa YIpo3bl, KOCBEHHAs yIrpo3a, IIpeCKpUIITVB-
yrposa, BOHPOCVITeHBHO-HO6yHI/ITeHbHBIe KOHCTPYKIIVL.

Key words: speech tactics of threat, indirect threat, prescriptive threat, interroga-
tive imperative sentences.
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