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i.e. third countries, and never between the EU and its partners, or between the EU member states. The EU 
international relations seem to be developed as a special European type rather than in the framework of 
good-neighbourly relations concept; they are aimed not only at maintaining good relations but also at 
europeanization of neighbours. Thus, the ENP absorbs the earlier term that characterises the symmetric 
relations of international agents in the framework of the Westphalian system and foregrounds the Euro-centred 
model of asymmetric relations. It creates certain difficulties in the development of EU-Russia relations, 
especially, concerning Russia’s participation in the European Neighbourhood programmes. 

The “Russian exclave on the Baltic” section contains two articles. Prof. S. Artobolevsky analyses the 
efforts of the federal authorities aimed at solving the problems of the Kaliningrad region, which became an 
exclave of the Russian Federation after the demise of the USSR. The author believes that as long as the federal 
authorities (primarily understood as the executive authority) defer solving problems of the region, do not 
take into account all factors involved, and substitute garish one-time campaigns for a consistent strategy 
towards the region, the federal support to the region and benefits given to it are still insufficient to avoid 
the region’s increasing isolation and achieve sustainable development.  In the author’s opinion, the 
acceleration of the region’s socioeconomic development requires overcoming a certain disconnection 
from its neighbours, as well as increasing the region’s openness, and strengthening cross-border 
cooperation with Lithuania and Poland. The Kaliningrad region should become an object of a large-scale, 
long-term and clearly formulated federal policy (preferably in the framework of the countrywide regional 
policy), which should be legislated and institutionalised, properly financed and designed for a much 
longer period. 

Dr. S. Shielberg analyses the history, current state and future prospects of cross-border cooperation 
between the Kaliningrad region and the neighbouring regions of Lithuania and Poland. The lack of border 
region development strategy, the insufficient financing of cross-border cooperation projects, boundary 
regime, unequal economic, legal and institutional conditions – these factors are listed among the obstacles to 
the development of cooperation. The author claims that it is necessary to implement cultural and social 
projects involving NGOs and other actors. These projects could contribute to maintaining contacts and 
developing cross-border cooperation. Residents astride the border would be given an opportunity to get to 
know each other, get rid of fears and prejudices, which would consequently result in increasing trust and better 
prospects of cross-border cooperation in various fields. 

The last section of the journal is “Education in the Baltic Sea region”. Dr. V. Voronov describes 
peculiarities of economic mentality and the system of values of Latvian graduates from the region of 
Latgale. A survey conducted at the end of May-beginning of June, 2008 provided the empirical base of 
the first Latvian research on this topic. The author comes to the conclusion that two systems of values – 
the traditional labour and individualistic (market-pragmatic) ones – will coexist in the economic mentality 
of university graduates of the region for a period of time. The interviews with university graduates reveal 
a low level of their goals and ambitions, which indicates the dominance of the active-adaptive and 
passive-adaptive types of practical economic mentality (and thinking) over the purely active type. 

The article by N. Brunova, Prof. L. Moskovkin and Dr. Ye. Yurkov describes the activity of the 
International Association of Teachers of Russian Language and Literature in the Baltic Sea States. The 
association was established in Paris in 1967 and brings together Russianists from more than 70 countries. The 
authors focus on the efforts of the IATRLL aimed at the preservation of Russian language and the promotion of 
Russian language teaching in the Baltic Sea region states. It includes holding research conferences and 
methodology workshops, festivals of Russian language and culture, contests for the best command of Russian 
language. 
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